HTML Tags

Excerpts from http://www.ncsa.uiuc.edu/General/Internet/WWW/HTMLPrimer.html 

To denote the various elements in an HTML document, you use tags. HTML tags consist of a left angle bracket (<), a tag name, and a right angle bracket (>). Tags are usually paired (e.g., <H1> and </H1>) to start and end the tag instruction. The end tag looks just like the start tag except a slash (/) precedes the text within the brackets.

Some elements may include an attribute, which is additional information that is included inside the start tag. For example, you can specify the alignment of images (top, middle, or bottom) by including the appropriate attribute with the image source HTML code. (e.g., The <ALIGN> tag uses attributes: <ALIGN=CENTER>)

Not all tags are supported by all World Wide Web browsers. If a browser does not support a tag, it will simply ignore it. Any text placed between a pair of unknown tags will still be displayed, however.

The Minimal HTML Document

<html>

<head>

<TITLE>A Simple HTML Example</TITLE>

</head>

<body>

<H1>HTML is Easy To Learn</H1>

<P>

Welcome to the world of HTML. This is the first paragraph. While short it is still a paragraph!</P> <P>And this is the second paragraph.</P>

</body>

</html> 

The required elements are the <HTML>, <HEAD>, <TITLE>, and <BODY> tags (and their corresponding end tags). 

Markup Tags

<HTML>

This element tells your browser that the file contains HTML-coded information. The file extension .html also indicates this is an HTML document and must be used.

<HEAD>

The head element identifies the first part of your HTML-coded document that contains the title. The title is shown as part of your browser’s window.

<TITLE>

The title element contains your document title and identifies its content in a global context. The title is typically displayed in the title bar at the top of the browser window, but not inside the window itself. The title is also what is displayed on someone’s hotlist or bookmark list, so choose something descriptive, unique, and relatively short. A title is also used to identify your page for search engines.

<BODY>

The second – and largest – part of your HTML document is the body, which contains the content of your document (displayed within the text area of your browser window). The tags explained below are used within the body of your HTML document

<P>

Unlike documents in most word processors, carriage returns in HTML files aren’t significant. In fact, any amount of whitespace, including spaces, linefeeds, and carriage returns, is automatically compressed into a single space when your HTML document is displayed in a browser. So you don’t have to worry about how long your lines of text are. Word wrapping can occur at any point in your source file without affecting how the page will be displayed.

You must indicate paragraphs with the <P> elements. Without the <P> elements, the document becomes one large paragraph.

<BR>

This tag forces text to move to the next line without adding any white space.

This line and the one above are an example of what <BR> does (if it were placed at the end of the first line

<HR>

This tag produces a horizontal line the width of the browser window. A horizontal rule is useful to separate the major sections of your document. Instead of using just the <HR> tag, you can also vary a line’s size (thickness) and width (the percentage of the window covered by the rule). Experiment with the settings until you are satisfied. To do this, simply type the following (changing the values to meet your needs):

<HR SIZE=4 WIDTH=50%>

<H1>, <H2>, <H3>, <H4>, <H5>, <H6>

These tags produce bold text, in various sizes. <H1> is the largest of the Heading styles, and <H6> is the smallest. To start the heading-style text, use any of the above tags. To stop the heading-style text, use the close heading tag, for example, <H1>.

<CENTER>, </CENTER>

Use this tag to center text. Precede the text you wish to center by the <CENTER> tag, and use the </CENTER> tag to stop the centering.

Displaying an Image

To display an image, first make sure that the image has been uploaded to your account with FTP software. Once that is complete, the correct format for the HTML text is the following:

<IMG SRC=”imagename.gif”>

Be sure to use double quotation marks around the image’s filename, and keep in mind that your image will be named according to the way it has been saved to your account with the FTP software. The extension may not be “.gif”. It could be many other types, including .jpg, .bmp, etc.

Linking

The chief power of HTML comes from its ability to link text and/or an image to another document or section of a document. A browser highlights the identified text or image with color and/or underlines to indicate that it is a hypertext link (often shortened to just link).

HTML’s single hypertext-related tag is <A>, which stands for anchor. To include anchor in your document:

1. start the anchor with <A (include space after the A) 

2. specify the document you’re linking to by entering the parameter HREF="filename" followed by a closing right angle bracket (>) 

3. enter the text that will serve as the hypertext link in the current document 

4. enter the ending anchor tag </A> (no space is needed before the end anchor tag).

Here is a sample hypertext reference to an html page called MaineStats.html:

<A HREF="MaineStats.html">Maine</A>

Here is a sample hypertext link to an external website:

Visit<A HREF="http://www.arizona.edu">The University of Arizona</A> online!

(in this example, only the words “The University of Arizona” will be linked, since they are contained INSIDE the <A HREF … and </A> tags. The text will look like this on a browser screen:

Visit The University of Arizona online!

Linking to an image:

To link to an image, do the following:

1. start the link with <A HREF= (include a space after the A) 

2. Specify the image you’re linking to by entering the filename of the image. You must enter this filename exactly as it is in your personal web directory 

3. Enter the text that will serve as the hypertext link in the current document (when this text is clicked, the image will be displayed) 

4. Enter the ending anchor tag: </A> (no space is needed before the end anchor tag.)

Linking to an email address:

To make a link to an email address, type a link similar to the following one, which will link to my email address:

Please<A HREF=mailto:ballam111@yahoo.com> click here</A> to send me a message!

In this example, only the words “click here” will be ‘clickable’ to send me an email, since they are contained within the tags. This is how the text will look on a browser screen:

Please click here to send me a message!

Images as Hyperlinks:

Inline images can be used as hyperlinks just like plain text. The following HTML code: 

    <A HREF="hotlist.html"><IMG SRC="BarHotlist.gif" ALT="[HOTLIST]"></A>

(Note that this link doesn't actually go anywhere.) The blue border that you will see surrounding the image indicates that it's a clickable hyperlink. You may not always want this border to be displayed, though. In this case you can use the BORDER attribute of the IMG tag to make the image appear as normal. Adding the BORDER attribute and setting it to zero: 

    <A HREF="hotlist.html"><IMG SRC="BarHotlist.gif" BORDER=0 ALT="[HOTLIST]"></A>

Using Headings:

HTML has six levels of headings, numbered 1 through 6, with 1 being the largest. Headings are typically displayed in larger and/or boldger fonts than normal body text. The first heading in each document should be tagged <H1>
The syntax of the heading element is:
<Hy> Text of heading </Hy> 
where y is a number between 1 and 6 specifying the level of the heading. 

Do not skip levels of headings in your document. For example, don't start with a level-one heading (<H1>) and then next use a level-three (<H3>) heading. 

Setting a background image:

To set the background as an image, you must first have the image you wish to use. You can find many images online. For a good sample, please visit http://www.free-backgrounds.com . 

Once you have the image, upload it to your web account using FTP, and then you’ll need to alter your HTML code as follows:

Change the <BODY> tag to look like the following:

<BODY BACKGROUND="filename.gif"> (your filename’s extension [.gif] may differ – Make sure you type the filename EXACTLY as it appears on your disk or else the graphic won’t appear on your webpage)

Creating an email link:

To create a clickable email link that will open an email message window with your email address already typed, type the following:

<A HREF="mailto:youremailaddress">Type the text you want to be linked here </A>

Example:

<A HREF=mailto:ballam111@yahoo.com>Email me!</A>

